SCHEDULE “N”

MANDATE FOR THE TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

There is an emerging and compelling desire to put the events of the past behind us so that
we can work towards a stronger and healthier future. The truth telling and reconciliation
process as part of an overall holistic and comprehensive response to the Indian
Residential School legacy is a sincere indication and acknowledgement of the injustices
and harms experienced by Aboriginal people and the need for continued healing. This is
a profound commitment to establishing new relationships embedded in mutual
recognition and respect that will forge a brighter future. The truth of our common
experiences will help set our spirits free and pave the way to reconciliation.

Principles

Through the Agreement, the Parties have agreed that an historic Truth and Reconciliation
Commission will be established to contribute to truth, healing and reconciliation.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission will build upon the “Statement of
Reconciliation” dated January 7, 1998 and the principles developed by the Working
Group on Truth and Reconciliation and of the Exploratory Dialogues (1998-1999).
These principles are as follows: accessible; victim-centered; confidentiality (if required
by the former student); do no harm; health and safety of participants; representative;
public/transparent; accountable; open and honourable process; comprehensive; inclusive,
educational, holistic, just and fair; respectful; voluntary; flexible; and forward looking in
terms of rebuilding and renewing Aboriginal relationships and the relationship between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians.

Reconciliation is an ongoing individual and collective process, and will require
commitment from all those affected including First Nations, Inuit and Métis former
Indian Residential School (IRS) students, their families, communities, religious entities,
former school employees, government and the people of Canada. Reconciliation may
occur between any of the above groups.

Terms of Reference

1. Goals

The goals of the Commission shall be to:

(a) Acknowledge Residential School experiences, impacts and
consequences;

(b) Provide a holistic, culturally appropriate and safe setting for former
students, their families and communities as they come forward to the
Commission;
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Witness,' support, promote and facilitate truth and reconciliation events
at both the national and community levels;

Promote awareness and public education of Canadians about the IRS
system and its impacts;

Identify sources and create as complete an historical record as possible
of the IRS system and legacy. The record shall be preserved and made
accessible to the public for future study and use;

Produce and submit to the Parties of the Agreemen’c2 a report including
recommendations” to the Government of Canada concerning the IRS
system and experience including: the history, purpose, operation and
supervision of the IRS system, the effect and consequences of IRS
(including systemic harms, intergenerational consequences and the
impact on human dignity) and the ongoing legacy of the residential
schools;

Support commemoration of former Indian Residential School students
and their families in accordance with the Commemoration Policy
Directive (Schedule “X” of the Agreement).

2. Establishment, Powers, Duties and Procedures of the Commission

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission shall be established by the appointment of
"the Commissioners” by the Federal Government through an Order in Council, pursuant
to special appointment regulations.

Pursuant to the Court-approved final settlement agreement and the class action
judgments, the Commissioners:

(2)

in fulfilling their Truth and Reconciliation Mandate, are authorized to
receive statements and documents from former students, their families,
community and all other interested participants, and, subject to (f), (g)
and (h) below, make use of all documents and materials produced by the
parties. Further, the Commissioners are authorized and required in the
public interest to archive all such documents, materials, and transcripts
or recordings of statements received, in a manner that will ensure their
preservation and accessibility to the public and in accordance with
access and privacy legislation, and any other applicable legislation;

' This refers to the Aboriginal principle of “witnessing”.

? The Government of Canada undertakes to provide for wider dissemination of the report pursuant to the
recommendations of the Commissioners

* The Commission may make recommendations for such further measures as it considers necessary for the
fulfillment of the Truth and Reconciliation Mandate and goals.






